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The EYFS sets the standards that we must meet to ensure each child in our care learns and develops in a safe and healthy environment. The EYFS promotes teaching and learning to ensure that all children have a broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for future progress. 
Our aims will be achieved through the implementation of a carefully structured curriculum with relevant and appropriate content that supports the development levels of children from birth to five years. There will be planned and purposeful activities that provide opportunities for children to develop and learn through a combination of adult led and child initiated experiences both indoors and outdoors. 
We are also committed to the encouragement of parental involvement and we recognise that parents are the initial educators of the children within our care. We aim to achieve these goals by:
· Providing a happy stimulating, stable and safe environment where every child feels secure and valued using guidance from the underlying principles of the EYFS.
· Monitoring the progress each child to celebrate achievements and progress and to plan appropriate interventions and referrals if required?
· Developing a sense of care, respect and courtesy towards others and our environment. 
· Fostering high expectations of responsibility and behaviour which is age appropriate.
· Fostering the development of attitudes and skills that will give children increasing control over their lives and so enable them to contribute positively to the local and wider community. While developing positive resilience, mental health and independence. 
· Developing a partnership between home and the nursery that is beneficial and supportive for the child and their family.
The EYFS principles, which guide the way we work, are grouped into four distinct but complementary themes:
· A unique child
· Positive relationships
· Enabling environments
· Learning and development
At Jack in the Box Nursery we aim to deliver individualised learning, development, play and care to the children in our setting and every child is supported to make progress at their own pace. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected.our staff offer guidence and plan what children learn reflecting on the different rates at which children develop and adjust practice appropriatly. We provide a positive inclusive play environment for every child, so they develop good social skills and an appreciation of all aspects of this country's multi-cultural society. We plan learning experiences to ensure, as far as practical, there is equality of opportunity for all children and a celebration of diversity. We maintain a personalised record of every child's development, showing their abilities, progress, interests and any areas requiring further support. 
We ensure that the educational programmes are well planned and resourced to have depth and breadth across the seven areas of learning. They provide interesting and challenging experiences that meet the needs of all children. Planning is based on a secure knowledge and understanding of how to promote the learning and development of young children and what they can achieve. 
We implement the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) set by the Department for Education that sets standards to ensure all children learn and develop well. We support and enhance children’s learning and development holistically through play-based activities. We review all aspects of learning and development and ensure a flexible approach is maintained, which responds quickly to children’s learning and developmental needs. We develop tailor-made activities based on observations, which inform future planning and draw on children’s needs and interests. This is promoted through adult-led and child-initiated opportunities both indoors and outdoors. 
There are seven areas covered by the Early Learning goals and educational programmes. Three of these areas are particulary crucial for igniting childrens curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. they are known as the prime areas; These are:
1. Prime areas
Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.
Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.
Communication and language involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.
Providers must also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied; These are:
2. Specific areas
Literacy involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest.
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures.
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.
Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.
All children have a learning journal which begins from their first day. This follows your child’s progress with regular  reports, development records, observations, photographs and children’s own work. We encourage parents to write comments in their child’s learning journal about how they are developing at home. (online system)
[bookmark: _Toc415046447][bookmark: _Toc415048745]Practitioners must consider the individual needs, interests and stage of development of each child in their care, and must use this information to plan an enjoyable and challenging experience for each child in all of the areas of learning and development. Practitioners that are working with the youngest children are expected to focus strongly on the three prime areas, which are the basis for successful learning in the other four areas. 
Throughout the early years, if a child’s progress in area of learning gives cause for concern, practitioners must discuss this with the child’s parents/carers and agree how to support the child. Practitioners must consider whether a child may have a special educational need or disability which requires specialist support. They should link with the families and help them to access relevant services from other agencies as appropriate in partnership with the settings SENDCO. 
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